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Dear Co-Chairs Cohen and Gresko, Vice-Chairs Slap and Palm, Ranking Members 
Miner and Harding, and members of the Environment Committee. 
 
 
 
On behalf of the New England Mountain Bike Association, representing its Connecticut 
Chapters, I am writing to ask you support Raised House Bill 5291, An Act Authorizing 
Bonding for Bikeways, Greenways, and Recreational Trails.  
 
The New England Mountain Bike Association (NEMBA) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization focused on enabling trail access for all throughout New England. We have 
32 chapters across New England, with 6 chapters (Central CT, Fairfield County, 
Housatonic Valley, Northwest CT, Quiet Corner, and Southeast CT NEMBA Chapters) 
with other 1000 members located in Connecticut.  
 
This important bill would increase the bond authorization for the Connecticut Recreation 
Trails and Greenways Grant Program to $6 million. As you may be aware, the most 
recent grant round in Fall 2021 had only $3 million available. It received 65 applications 
requesting $22 million. The $3 million was granted to 20 worthy projects, but another $7-
11 million in worthy proposals were unable to be funded, showing huge pent-up demand 
for this Program. 
 
More people are using trails than ever before. There is significant need for trail funding, 
both for maintenance and expansion. Trails are an important investment in the future of 
Connecticut’s open spaces. On behalf of NEMBA, I am hopeful you also recognize this 
need and therefore support HB 5291. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Travis Counsell 
Ferndale Drive 
Easton, CT 06612 
 
Executive Director 
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